Service of Prayer and Thanksgiving

Words of introduction and welcome….. Moments of silence

Opening Hymn:  Here I am Lord.

One:
The grace and peace of our Saviour, the love of our God, and the 


fellowship of the Spirit be with you all.

All:
And also with you.

One:
God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

All:
We have gathered to hear the story of God and his love for his people.

One:
It is a story of God’s mercy, faithfulness, and his never-ending love for us.

All:
It is our story, for we are God’s beloved people.

One:
Once we were not a people at all, but now we are God’s beloved people, part of


his creation.  For that gift, O God we thank you.  We thank you too for the gift of 


this opportunity to be here this evening,  and for the gift and giftedness of one 
another.  May we be open to hearing your word, and may the power of your word


heal us, comfort us,  and fill us with hope, peace and strength.  Although others


may say differently, help us never to forget that you, O God, are always with us,


for we are your creation and your people.

All:
Amen. Alleluia. Amen.

One:
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 43: 1-5
The Lord who created you and formed you says this;
Do not be afraid for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by your name, you are mine.

Should you pass through the sea, I will be with you;

Or through rivers, they will not engulf you.

Should you walk through fire, you will not be scorched

And the flames will not burn you.

For I am the Lord, your God and your Saviour.

You are precious in my eyes, you are honoured, and I love you.

Do not be afraid, for I am with you.

The Word of the Lord

All:
Thanks be to God

Hymn:  Be Not Afraid
One:
The Lord be with you.

All:
And also with you.

One:
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew 14: 22-33
Directly after this Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he would send the crowds away.  After sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by himself to pray.  When evening came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now far out on the lake, was battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-wind.  In the forth watch of the night Jesus went towards them, walking on the lake, and when the disciples saw him walking on the lake they were terrified.  ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear.  But at once Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage!  It is I!  Do not be afraid.’  It was Peter who answered, ‘Lord, if it is you, tell me to come to you across the water.’  ‘Come’ said Jesus.  Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of the wind, he took fright and began to sink.  ‘Lord!  Save me!’ he cried.  Jesus put out his hand at once and held him.  ‘Man of little faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’  And as they got into the boat the wind dropped.  The men in the boat bowed down before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God’.
The Gospel of the Lord.

All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

(Words of reflection)

Hymn:  Amazing Grace

Litany of Affirmation
One:
It is not we who have chosen God, but God has chosen us.  And we are affirmed 
as we hear the voice of God say:
All:
You are precious in my eyes, you are honoured, and I love you.


Do not be afraid, for I am with you.

One:
Many of us – gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered – have experienced 


exclusion, rejection, alienation, and hopelessness, but we have heard the voice of 
God say:

All:
You are precious in my eyes, you are honoured, and I love you.


Do not be afraid, for I am with you.

One:
Many of us have experienced the inaccessibility and inhospitality of many 
churches, synagogues,  and temples, but we have heard the voice of God say:
All:
You are precious in my eyes, you are honoured, and I love you.


Do not be afraid, for I am with you.

One:
Many have felt silenced, unheard, dismissed because of our language, 
culture, race or gender, but in our own languages and in the midst of our life


experiences we have heard the voice of God say:

 All:
You are precious in my eyes, you are honoured, and I love you.


Do not be afraid, for I am with you.

One:
Many have been treated as outcasts as we have lived through sexual, physical, and 
emotional abuse, HIV, breast cancer, and other life threatening illnesses, but we 


have heard the voice of God say:

All:
You are precious in my eyes, you are honoured, and I love you.


Do not be afraid, for I am with you.

One:
It is not we who have chosen God, but God has chosen us.  And we are affirmed 
as we hear the voice of God say:

All:
You are precious in my eyes, you are honoured, and I love you.


Do not be afraid, for I am with you.
Hymn:  And He Will Raise You Up On Eagles Wings

Prayer for Illumination (Candles to be lit)
One:
We live in darkness.  We are often uncertain.  We are sometimes afraid.

All:
In the darkness, we light a candle of hope.

One:
We all have sorrows. We have know pain. Each of us carries special regrets.

All:
In our pain, we light a candle of forgiveness.

One:
We are sometimes lonely and the world seems cold and hard.
All:
In our loneliness, we light a candle of thanks.

One:
We have known awe, wonder, mystery; glimmerings of perfection in our


imperfect world.

All:
In our wonder, we light a candle of praise.

One:
We bring together many uncertainties, many sorrows, many joys, much wonder.

All:
We bring together many candles, many lights.

One:
May our separate lights become one flame, that together we may be nourished


by its glow. And in the light of Gods love let us pray together’

All:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.


Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses


as we forgive those who trespass against us.


And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,


forever and ever. Amen

One:
May the peace of God’s love be with you all.

All:
And also with you.

One:
Let us offer each other a sign of peace


(Shake hands, hug, kiss those around you!)

Benediction

One:
The Lord said to Abraham,


All:
Do not be afraid.

One:
The Lord said to Isaac,


All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
Moses said to the people,


All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
Joshua said to the people,


All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
Boaz said to Ruth,



All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
Jonathan said to David,


All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
The angel of the Lord said to Joseph,

All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
The angel said to Mary,


All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
The angel said to the shepherds

All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
The angel said to the women at the tomb,
All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
The Lord said to Paul,



All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
And Jesus said,



All:
Do not be afraid.
One:
Let us not be afraid as we leave this place and go into the world,  fully alive


in the love of God through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Saviour.

All:
Amen. Alleluia. Amen. Thanks be to God.
Hymn:
How Great Thou Art 
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